
PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

ONE CONVERSATION™
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: Sing songs of thanksgiving to God for answered prayer.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: Our belief in the power of praying to God and our trust in Him is reflected in 
our thanks. As God responds to our needs, we certainly thank Him; but even before we see the answer, 
we can thank Him because we know the loving character of the One to whom we pray. We can pray 
with an attitude of thankfulness, knowing God will answer in the best way.

THE POINT: Express gratitude and trust in the One who
hears our prayers. 

•   How has God displayed love and truth in your life 
recently?

•   Why do we often fail to give God thanks for what He 
has done?

•   How does physical or emotional fatigue affect us 
spiritually?

•  When has God’s faithfulness to you given you courage?
•   What challenges are your currently experiencing that 

are causing worry or fear?
•   What’s the relationship between thankfulness and 

trust?

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take 
practical steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the 
Personal Study Guide.
Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live 
out their faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their 
culture: 
•   CHRIST: Our salvation is a gift worthy of our thanks and 

praise. Be sure to thank God for that gift every day.
•   COMMUNITY: Ask your student to name specific people that 

have helped him or her through their encouragement and 
support. Help your student to write a note to each of these 
people expressing thanks.

•   CULTURE: Where do you go for strength when you are tired? 
Compare your answers with those of your family. Take steps 
to ensure that you are seeking a deeper dependance on God 
each  time you look for strength.

EZRA 2:1, 6 8 -70; 3:1-13 

LIVE IT OUT: Tell your child to 
make a list of her favorite praise 
songs. These could be songs you 
sing at church or songs she hears 
on the radio. Incorporate these 
songs in a family worship time.

God’s people had returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. The 
people gave offerings to start rebuilding the temple.

First the men built an altar. People brought their offerings and 
sacrifices to the altar. They celebrated the important festivals and 
gave thanks to God. They brought offerings every day.

Finally, the men began building the base for the temple. They 
hired men who could work with stone. 

When the base was finished, the priests blew their trumpets. 
The Levites played cymbals. They sang praises and thanked God. 
All the people shouted praises to God. The base of the temple 
was ready! 

Some of the older people cried because they remembered the 
old temple before it was torn down. Other people shouted with 
joy. The crying and shouting made a loud noise heard far away. 

EZRA 2:1, 6 8 -70; 3:1-13

LIVE IT OUT: Use everyday 
activities, like driving in the car or 
doing chores around the house, to 
sing praises to God. Encourage your 
child to sing with you during these 
times. Explain that you can show 
love for God by singing to Him.

The people in Jerusalem wanted to rebuild the temple. All of the 
people decided how they could help. Many families helped by 
giving money. Other people gave food and drink to the workers 
who were building the special church. The people paid to have big 
logs from cedar trees brought to Jerusalem to be used in building 
the temple. All of the people worked together to build the temple.

When the foundation was finished, the people celebrated. 
The church helpers put on their special clothes and brought their 
trumpets and cymbals. The church helpers played music. The 
people thanked Him. They sang, “God is good. God loves us.”

Everyone was so happy that the temple was being rebuilt. 
People shouted happy thank-you words to God. Everyone around 
Jerusalem knew that the people were thanking God on this 
special day.

PSALM 138:1-8
A Prayer of Thanksgiving
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